
1772 Sept. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

which shall be moved by noble purposes to
noble ends.’’ Well, it’s taken some time to
realize that vision. Almost 20 years after he
wrote that, he was saying that things fall
apart; the center cannot hold. I think he
would be greatly pleased to know that things
have come together, and the center seems
to be holding very well, thank you.

So again let me say, I thank you all. This
award belongs to all of you. But we have work
to do. And when we do, when Ireland finally
does completely come home to itself, it will
be a gift not only to the Irish and not only
to those of us who are Irish Americans; it
will be a gift for the whole world, a gift the
world sorely needs. And all of you will have
played a role in giving it.

God bless you, and thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. on the South
Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Brian O’Dwyer, son of the late activist
attorney Paul O’Dwyer and chairman, Emerald
Isle Immigration Center; John J. Sweeney, presi-
dent, AFL–CIO; former Senator George J. Mitch-
ell, who chaired the multiparty talks in Northern
Ireland; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom; Prime Minister Bertie Ahern and Am-
bassador to the U.S. Sean O’hUiginn of Ireland;
U.S. Ambassador to Ireland Jean Kennedy Smith;
Anthony Lake, former Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs; Nancy E. Soderberg,
former Deputy Assistant to the President for Na-
tional Security Affairs; and Rev. Ian Paisley, lead-
er, Democratic Unionist Party. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 12, 1998

Good morning. It’s been an exhausting and
difficult week in the Capital, not only for me
but for many others. But as I told my Cabinet
on Thursday, we cannot lose sight of our pri-
mary mission, which is to work for the Amer-
ican people and especially for the future of
our children. The most important thing to
do now is to stay focused on the issues the
American people sent us here to deal with,
from health care to the economy to terror-
ism.

Today that’s exactly what we’re doing. I
want to tell you about the latest steps we’re

taking to combat a truly alarming trend: the
growing use of drugs among our young peo-
ple. The good news is that overall drug use
has dropped by half since 1979. But among
our children, the problem is getting worse.
In fact, if present trends continue, half of
all high school seniors will have smoked mari-
juana by the time they graduate. That’s a
frightening development. When we know
that drugs lead to crime, to failure in school,
to the fraying of families and neighborhoods,
we know we must do better.

We can reverse this terrible trend if we
attack it in the way we did the crime prob-
lem, by working together at the commu-
nity level, neighborhood-by-neighborhood,
block-by-block, person-by-person.

Crime overall has dropped to a 25-year low
now, because whole communities are taking
responsibility for their own streets and neigh-
borhoods, and because here in Washington
we’re giving them the tools they need, such
as support for community policing programs.
When we assumed responsibility for bringing
down crime, something remarkable hap-
pens—crime does go down.

We can have a similarly dramatic effect
in curbing the use of drugs among our young
people. But all of us have a responsibility to
send our young people the same simple mes-
sage: Drugs are wrong; drugs are illegal; and
drugs can kill you.

This summer my administration launched
an unprecedented media campaign to ensure
that the message comes across when young
people watch television, listen to radio, or
read the newspaper. But media is not
enough. We also must enlist the efforts of
parents, teachers, ministers and clergy,
coaches, principals from the community of
adults around them. That’s why, with the
support of both Democrats and Republicans
in Congress, and under the direction of Gen-
eral Barry McCaffrey, we’re extending new
help to community-based groups all over our
Nation. Representatives of some of those
groups are here with me in the Oval Office
today. Already they are working to curb drug
use by reclaiming drug houses, reaching out
to at-risk foster kids, teaching parents to de-
liver the antidrug message.

Today I’m delighted to announce the first
round of high-impact, low-redtape grants to
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93 communities. Their dollar amounts are
not large, but if these grants empower com-
munities to do more of what works to keep
young people away from the scourge of
drugs, their effect will be enormous.

Now, we also need the support of Con-
gress on other serious issues facing our coun-
try. We are committed, in a bipartisan way,
to fight against drug use among our young
people. We must similarly be committed in
a bipartisan way to continue our economic
growth by staying with our economic strategy
that has made our country the envy of the
world, by maintaining our fiscal discipline,
setting aside the surplus—every penny of
it—until we save Social Security first. We
have to restore strength in growth to the
world economy by investing our propor-
tionate share in the International Monetary
Fund.

All of you know that the world economy
has been going up and down and changing
quite a bit lately. Treasury Secretary Rubin
and I will go to New York on Monday, where
I will discuss the current challenges of the
global economy and the risks to our prosper-
ity unless we act on the IMF request and
take some other steps designed to make sure
that America does not become a sea of pros-
perity in an ocean of distress.

We also have to continue to invest in the
education of our people. We have to have
smaller classes, more teachers, modernize
schools, all the classrooms hooked up to the
Internet, and higher standards. We need a
real Patients’ Bill of Rights. We need to pro-
tect the environment. We need to protect
our democracy by passing bipartisan cam-
paign finance reform. All these items, also,
are before Congress now.

It is truly encouraging to me how we have
put aside partisan differences to save our
children and their future from drugs. We
have to do that on other issues critical to our
future now—and even in the weeks before
the election in November. We must stay fo-
cused on your business.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Memorandum on the Trading With
the Enemy Act
September 11, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–35

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury

Subject: Extension of the Exercise of Certain
Authorities Under the Trading With the
Enemy Act

Under section 101(b) of Public Law 95–
223 (91 Stat. 1625; 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b) note),
and a previous determination made by me
on September 12, 1997 (62 Fed. Reg. 49729),
the exercise of certain authorities under the
Trading With the Enemy Act is scheduled
to terminate on September 14, 1998.

I hereby determine that the extension for
1 year of the exercise of those authorities
with respect to the applicable countries is in
the national interest of the United States.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority vest-
ed in me by section 101(b) of Public Law
95–223, I extend for 1 year, until September
14, 1999, the exercise of those authorities
with respect to countries affected by:

(1) the Foreign Assets Control Regula-
tions, 31 CFR Part 500;

(2) the Transaction Control Regulations,
31 CFR Part 505; and

(3) the Cuban Assets Control Regula-
tions, 31 CFR Part 515.

The Secretary of the Treasury is author-
ized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 14.

Proclamation 7120—Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Week, 1998
September 12, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
We have many weapons at hand in our war

against cancer, and among the most effective
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